
 

GREEN HIVE presents 
 

HIGHLAND OCEAN 
PLASTICS WEBINAR  2020 
 
FRIDAY 12th JUNE / start time 3PM / sign up to attend here   
 
A FREE WEBINAR EVENT EXPLORING  PROJECTS TACKLING PLASTIC POLLUTION, IN 
COASTAL COMMUNITIES, FROM A HIGHLAND PERSPECTIVE. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/highland-ocean-plastics-webinar-2020-tickets-105521383298


TURNING THE TIDE ON PLASTIC POLLUTION 
 

In 2020 it is estimated that there is now a colossal 5.25 trillion pieces of plastic debris in our seas and 

46,000 pieces in every square mile of ocean, with this number expanding daily.  There is no ‘Planet B’ for 

our ocean wildlife, and our coastal communities, with 97% of the world’s water held by the ocean. It is the 

planet’s life support system. 

The Oceans being the largest ecosystem on Earth supports the greatest abundance of life on our planet.  

At the rate human beings are polluting the ocean, with around 8 - 14 million tonnes of plastic entering our 

oceans each year, the damage we are doing to marine life and our ecosystem is becoming near 

irreparable.  The time to act is now.  

The Highland Ocean Plastic Webinar brings together an eclectic group of artists, makers, researchers 

and conservationists from projects related to Scotland’s coastal communities, to the Galapagos. Exploring 

shared insights on trying to look for solutions to how we can reduce the plastic pollution entering our 

oceans, harming our wildlife, and repair the damage being done to our coastlines.  We can all play our 

part in the Highlands in tackling this worldwide problem.  

Join us for a live stream with our panel to learn a bit more about their work, with an opportunity to ask 

questions, and to find out ways you can help. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   



EVENT PROGRAMME 

Information on our guest speakers and their projects.  

You can submit questions in advance, and sign up to attending the FREE live event HERE: 

 

 

 

 

Welcome! Fàilte!  
 
“Green Hive is a fast growing charity based in Nairn.  We started our work in December 2015, a group of 
volunteers worried about our area and environment. Since then every single one of our projects have 
come from ideas promulgated by local residents. We’ve gradually built up both our volunteer reach in the 
community and now our staff team. Local people strengthen and inspire us to do more.  
 
Our preoccupation is our environment, climate change and how we can turn our local community’s 
concern into positive action.  We have facilitated community beach cleans, litter picks, established a 
community orchard and a textiles repurposing group. We are proud of our environmental work, especially 
with our new workshop and volunteering Starter Kits and delighted to have worked with our partners to 
bring this webinar to you.  
 
Listen to our contributors’ experience and insights and get ready to take action with us” 
 
Simon Noble.  
Chair of the volunteer board.  Green Hive, Nairn. 2020.   
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/highland-ocean-plastics-webinar-2020-tickets-105521383298


Andy MacVicar. Green Hive Workshop, Nairn. 
 

 
 
Our Green Hive Enterprise Workshop is an innovative community led upcycling centre that began in July 
2019.  We specialise in preventing single-use plastic going to landfill and re-purpose this into beautiful 
and functional household items.  
 
Starting with an empty workshop space, our volunteers helped design and build the upcycling process, 
and associated production line.   The workshop equipment and associated machines have been sourced 
and donated by the local community. Green Hive Workshop provides safe and supervised creative 
workshop facilities where waste items can be re-discovered, reformed and reimagined, into useful and 
uniquely designed items for sale.  Each item is handmade by one of our volunteers. We have created a 
wider conversation in the community about reuse of waste, with the source of our plastics, being donated 
by the local community at our plastics drop-off zone, creating a circular economy. 
Andy will introduce the Green Hive Workshop project and their plans for building partnerships with other 
organisations to utilise waste streams as a valuable commodity. Transforming waste into craft retail items 
with volunteer opportunities, that can generate income for a charity organisation.  An enduring concept of 
reuse before industrial recycling or landfill. 
 
www.greenhive.co.uk   
https://www.instagram.com/workshopgreenhive/ 

 
Registered Charity SC047727 
Registered Company SC521561 

http://www.greenhive.co.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/workshopgreenhive/


Mandy Barker. Artist & Photographer. 

Mandy Barker is an international award-winning photographer whose work involving marine plastic debris 

over the past 10 years has received global recognition. Working with scientists she aims to raise 

awareness about plastic pollution in the world's oceans whilst highlighting the harmful effect on marine life 

and ultimately ourselves. 

Her work has been published in over 40 countries including National Geographic, Time, The Guardian, 

Vice, Smithsonian, Geo, and New Scientist. She has exhibited globally including the United Nations 

Headquarters in New York, the Victoria & Albert Museum in London, and the Science and Technology 

Park in Hong Kong. 

Mandy was invited onboard the Greenpeace Beluga II project as an artist studying the impact of plastics 

on the ecosystem around the North Coast and Lochs of Scotland in 2017. 

https://www.mandy-barker.com 

https://www.mandy-barker.com/


Joan Darcy & Julien Moreau. Plastic@Bay, Durness. 

 

 
Plastic@Bay was set up with the goal of limiting the impact of plastic pollution on NW Scotland. Our                  
objectives are to remove plastic pollution from our beaches, research innovative ways to recycle and               
reuse marine plastic, and educate communities about the devastating, long lasting effects of plastic              
pollution. All the while carrying out primary field research to help better understand how plastic moves                
through our environment.  
 
We clean our local beach, Balnakeil Beach weekly, and weigh and survey the plastic pollution we collect.                 
The results are published monthly in the Balnakeil Pollution Report on our website. NW Scotland is                
unique in that it acts as an accumulation ground for plastic pollution. Along the west coast we have                  
identified hot spots of extreme plastic pollution. Data gathered from our pollution report has been used in                 
a collaboration with Tom Scanlon, MTS-CFD, to create oceanographic simulations to help us better              
understand the distribution of plastic pollution and how these hot spots form. 
 
In conjunction with our beach cleaning activities we set up Plastic Lab, Scotland's first Ocean Plastic                
Recycling Workshop. The workshop is built based on the concepts of Precious Plastic. We now make                
clocks, tiles, coasters, jewelry and construction material from recycled fishing ropes. We also give              
workshops on recycling Ocean Plastic to  Community Groups and schools. 
Julien will take you through the work done by Plastic@Bay in the last years, the problems we face                  
concerning plastic pollution locally in terms of volumes of plastic washing ashore, where we think the                
main stock of plastic is coming from, and our future activities and research including; an interactive map                 
to log plastic pollution in the Highlands, expanding cleaning operations and ‘Reddup’, Beach Clean              
Festival, Scourie. 
 
https://www.plasticatbay.org 

https://www.plasticatbay.org/2020/04/22/balnakeil-pollution-report-18-04-2020-and-ranger-service/?v=79cba1185463
https://www.plasticatbay.org/2017/09/18/deeply-polluted-sites-scourie/?v=79cba1185463
https://www.mts-cfd.com/kyle-of-durness
https://preciousplastic.com/solutions/machines/overview.html
https://www.plasticatbay.org/2019/06/24/plastic-lab-open-for-business/?v=79cba1185463
https://www.plasticatbay.org/2019/10/26/our-first-plastic-recycling-workshop/?v=79cba1185463
https://www.plasticatbay.org/redd-up/?v=79cba1185463
https://www.plasticatbay.org/


Jen Jones. Galapagos Conservation Trust, Galapagos Archipelago. 

 

Jen Jones is a marine biologist and is currently investigating the impacts of microplastics on the marine 

foodweb in Galapagos for her PhD at the University of Exeter. Since 2011, she has worked for the 

UK-based NGO, the Galapagos Conservation Trust, where she is the Head of Programmes. Working with 

a range of partners, Jen has been involved in designing the Plastic Pollution Free Galapagos Programme, 

working closely with the Galapagos National Park Directorate, researchers, businesses and local 

community groups to develop scientific and educational programmes that will support the Islands to 

become a best practice example of tackling plastic pollution in a Marine Reserve. 

Jen will present an overview of how the PPFG programme was designed and some first results from the 

research undertaken over the first two years since the programme launched, sharing lessons that could 

be applied to similar projects in other places. 

 



Julia Barton. Visual Artist. 

 

Julia Barton is a visual artist inspired by coastal ecology & making artworks that engage people in our 

urgent environmental issues. In 2013 she set up her art-cum  science project Littoral Art  after a life 

altering experience of walking onto a beach in the NW Highlands expecting to enjoy identifying seaweeds, 

but instead faced a beach smothered in plastic waste. Since then she has worked to encourage coastal 

communities in witnessing the nature and scale of her findings around Scotland, creating exhibitions, 

performances, films and interactive events. She has presented her findings at the Scottish Parliament 

with the Marine Conservation Society and actively campaigns for updates in environmental legislation and 

enforcement to tackle Marine Plastic Pollution in Scotland. 

She is presently working to complete a series of sculptures #LitterCUBES and to produce a short film to 

show the connection between Marine Plastic Litter, the loss of oil that it represents and Climate Change. 

She intends to show the work in the lead up to COP26 in Glasgow. 

Julia is based on the coast in Ross-shire. Follow her work at www.littoralartproject.com & @LittoralArt 

https://littoralartproject.com/
http://www.littoralartproject.com/
https://twitter.com/LittoralArt

